A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.                       377

Or on the other hand, he is obliged by contract
between himself and those infernal merchants that
trade with him. I say, he is obliged to come when
they have occasion for him; and in this case he
must perform his promise, or else he would not
maintain his credit, and would not be trusted again.
Thus, in one he is bound to come, as he is a cunning
devil, and knows his interest; and in the other
case, as he is an honest devil, and keeps his word;
though the last is subject to many breaches and
falsifications, and he is not always as good as his
word neither.

All the difficulty that lies before us here is, how
he makes his bargains. Witches and wizards, they
tell us, sign contracts, let him prick their hands,
and sign with their blood ; hellish doings ! but I do
not tell you I give any credit to them. But the
magicians, who it is supposed are persons of a
superior dignity, seem to act upon a better foot, and
by the help of what they call art, have to do with
him in a superior way ; what that way is, and what
art it is to be called, that brings the affairs of hell
Into such a management, is the great question be-
fore me.

It is true, the magicians deny it, and Dr. Bore-
man would have told you he scorned your words;
he raised no devil, he had to do with no evil spirits,
he dealt with no such cattle ; but, on the contrary,
that he laid the Devil when other people raised him,
that he cured houses that were haunted, and turned
the Devil out of doors when he was got in ; all
which I believe as steadfastly as I do that St. Dun-
stan took him by the nose with a pair of red-hot
tongs ; or that St. Francis would have nothing to do
with him, when he appeared to him in the shape of
a bag of money; or that St. Ignatius resisted him,
when he tempted him in the shape of a naked beau-
tiful lady.